Milton's theoretical integration of rights and liberties during the English Civil War of the midseventeenth century. While some of Milton's ideas admittedly strayed beyond Calvinist conventions, in Witte's view they remained within the tradition and even extended it. Chapter 5 contends that Puritan jurists and theologians in England's North American colonies expanded and refined prevailing Calvinist views of personal rights into a straightforward theory of authority and liberty, society and politics. Witte's sixth and final chapter contains concluding reflections on the "biography and biology of liberty" (321) in early modern Calvinism, while also arguing that religion should play a more active role in the cultivation and implementation of human rights in the twenty-first century. Criticism of Witte's work centers on its progressivist and rather teleological character, as well as its seemingly quick dismissal of historians' perceptions of the undemocratic nature of sixteenth-century Genevan ecclesiology, chiefly its concentration of power in the Consistory.
Specialist historians of sixteenth-century European religious history will justifiably take issue with Witte's assertion that Calvin urged "respect for the democratic process within the church" (79). Witte's inclusion of the 1598 Edict of Nantes into the list of "landmark constitutional documents" that "gradually expanded the Western regime of human rights" (2-3) is also somewhat problematic, especially in light of recent scholarship contending that guarantees the Huguenots received under the edict were tentative and provisional, contingent upon continual reauthorization by the French crown. Perhaps most troubling, Witte's exposition of rights and liberties in seventeenth-and eighteenth-century New England fails to seriously consider Puritans' toleration of -and indeed participation in -African slavery and similar conventions of
